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NATERA AROSEFROM A PEON'SHUT TO SWAYCENTRAL MEXICO

Gen. Pancho Villa

B> FRANK K BOOTH.
Frank E. Ilooth, an American engineer, repre¬

senting minin«*- Inténsate in the state «>l Zacatecas,
I entrai Mexico, eras personally acquainted with
Ceneral Panfilo Natera. lor two years he had
«».»portunit.. «o stud> Ihe life of Ihe Mexican peo¬
ple and the Mexican situation. Me wiines-e«! fi\e
battles, and w.is in Mexico City during the recent

tioting rabecqaeat to the capture of \ era Cruz
by Inited State« troops.
GENERAL PANFILO NATERA, who

pointment by Carranza to commander
in chief of the central division of the

rebel army has caused the final outburst

in the Villa-Carranzu quarrel, is daily playing a

more imqportant role in the Mexican situation.
The next move of the Constitutionalist army will

»agsJl bring this Indian chief into the limelight.
General Natera for over a year has controlled

(«ntral Mexico independently, and without his co¬

operation there can be no "on to Mexico" by way

of Zacatecas. Without recognizing the authority
t., Natera Villa cannot capture this strategic
point. I'pon Zacatecas is focussed the attention
of the Constitutionalist leaders and upon the atti¬

tude of Villa toward Natera hinges the outcome

of the present manoeuvres.
The wonder is not that Natera was repulsed in

his recent attack upon Zacatecas, but that he was

able to capture that city in June, 1913. Though
he was able to hold the city but a short while, his
strategy in gaining an entrance at that time is

.well worth mentioning.
CITY OF ZACATECAS. A PI N( H BOWL EN¬

CIRCLED BY CLIFFS.
Zacatecas is a natural fortress. As if in the

centre of an immense punch bowl, the city is en¬

circled by cliffs. La Buffa, a rugged bluff, towers

over the Governor's palace and stands one thou¬
sand feet above the surrounding country. Upon
this cliff General Medina Barron now has his

principal battery of modern French cannon. Op¬
posite La ButTa, at the south end of the city, is a

cliff almost as high -La Guilla on which arc

placed other batteries, hidden in the foliage and

protected by intrenchments. In the rear of both
batteries machine guns are mounted. Between
La Buffa and La Guilla there is a bite in the side

of the punch bowl the only entrance to the city.
On either side of this bite are still more batteries,
which, taken with the other battalias, make the
town almost impiegnable. General Barron has
«.'.der him 2,500 infantry and as many cavalrymen.
At San Luis Potosí Huerta has concentrated the
n«a»s of his army, which can be quickly moved by
railroad to the relief of Zacatecas. It was rein¬
forcements from this source that dealt so hard u

blow to Natera in his recent attack on Zacatecas.

NATBRA1 CAFTCRl OF THE CITY OF
IACATM .*-.

Despite odds Natera captured the city a year
¡..-o. There ie a double explanation for this. The
first is the fact of his strategy, which is almost
iionical. He chargîd to the outskirts of the town
und under cover of the taller buildings carried or.

a mimic "-.-arfare. For two days he exploded dyna¬
mite bombs and firecrackers, thus hoodwinking

deral« into believing he cummanded an in¬
exhaustible supply of ammunition. The enemy,
to compete with the appalling noise, exhausted
not only the greater part of their shells and
cartridge», but most of their energy. Then it was

that Natera, fully equipped and fresh for the fray,
».de his final charge. As is characteristic of
Mexican soldiers, part of the Federal army evacu¬
ated, «while part allied themselves with the victor.
The second explanation for Natera'a capture of

Zacatecas at that time is that the commander of
the stronghold had then a leas efficient artillery
»nd fewer troops.

VemistiAno Carranza appointed Natera to his
present portion i»

The Full Blooded Indian Giant Who Captured Zacatecas Once, but Failed the Other

Day to Repeat His Feat, Has Gone Far Equipped Only with Personal

Magnetism and Valor of a Most Unusual Order.
Villa, prevents the latter from gaining too wi

spread control, and second, because he law

Natera an able soldier and disciplinarian.
EARLY LIFE OF A FILL BLOODED INDI.

NOW A GENERAL.
.Natera is eminently fitted for this post.

is one of the best lighters in Mexico and has

intimate knowledge of the country surroundi
the city of Sacatacas. He is a native of Niev

in the north-central part of Zacatecas Stu

Like Pancho Villa, his early training was in t

Middle. Natera's early environment, howev
far from conducive to greatness. It

rtrange to note the influence brought to b(

upon his childhood as contrasted with the man

to-day.
A full blooded Indian, he was born of pe

parents in a one-room adobe hut. He was ass

ciated in early life with the irresponsible, t

un-moral- the people who lack patriotism a

ambition. These people were of the cl

never do to-day what they can put off till 1

morrow. Mañana to-morrow) is their mot

They think in terms of "No le hace" It makes

difference) and "Quien sabe?" (Who knows

Their standards are based on gambling, cockfigh
and bullfights. To see a bullfight the men w

pawn their blankets-their coats during the d

and their beds at night and the women sell tin

flannel skirts. Their food consists of beans ai

corn cakes, with chili, which they cat witho
knives or forks, and the fruit of the cactus. Tl

..trcets in which they live are cleaned by ho*,

which act as scaveng«- \ part of Natera's »be
hood was spent in driving mules for 40 centav»

a di.y (20 cents» to help support his father ar

mother, It was the influence of this atmosphei
which was brought to bear upon his youth.

It is evident that Natera is a self-made man.

SINCERITY OF PURPOSE INDOl BTED 11
HIS ENEMIES.

Far from reflecting his early life, Panfilo Ni
tera stands to-day not only head and shouldet

above his own people, but is one of the moi

prominent citizens of Mexico. Through his ow

initiative he has become a power in the natioi
A true progressive, he is beloved by his un¬

people and respected by the Federals. I»

»tarity of purpose is undoubted even by his won»

enemy.
A rugged man of rature, Natera stands 6 fee

:.. With the inevitable sombrero, khaki suit, soi
shirt, puttee, a field glass slung over his shoul

dcr, he makes an imposing figure. He wears n

brilliant colors and carries no weapon, excep
when lighting w.th his men, whom he leads i:

person. It is th«n that he carries a rifle. He i

conservative, resolute and austere. He is a mai

of few words. His head is bullet shaped, his fac»

btnooth shaven, bis skin bronze, his eyes deep set

his jaw firm. Despite the roughness of his bear

ing his expression is kindly. He is courteous al
ways and not difficult to approach.

Last October, during Natera's attack upon Fres
nillo, Zacatecas, which later evacuated to him, thi

writer, with a number of friends, was sitting be
hind an adobe wall out of range of the bullets
watching the progress of the fight.
A CONTRAST IN THE TREATMENT OF TH£

CONQUERED.
General Natera. in passing on a tour of inspec¬

tion, stopped and, waving his hand toward his
enemy, remarked:
"Our friends downtown are very angry this

morning."
He smiled slowly and continued his walk.
The contrast between Natera and Vilia is in

t «» way more strongly exemplified than in this
attitude toward the enemy. While Villa has the

reputation Of being brutal tc those he conquers
.Natera is known to be almost friendly. When
Général Natera captured the town of Fresnillo
in June, 11)13, a lieutenant caught ten Federal
soldiers sh.npshooting from a church tower. The

prisoners were given their last rites und coffin»
were prepared for then». When Natera heard of
their plight and learned the story of their brav-

free, saying:
"Son hombres muy valientos!" (They run

valiant men).
Ike the averat-e rebel leader who captures

a town, Nateia imposes a reasonable tax on the
people instead of the exorbitant sums usually
demanded. Then, too, he prohibit«» looting, closes
«'.own the saloons, nnd severely punishes any men

«; uyht outraging women.

The writer attended a "blood tribute" meeting
in Fresnillo after that city was captured by Na¬
ti ra, M'iy 5, 1918. Panfilo Natera in person noti¬
fied us of the conference. Aa six of our horses
had been stolen by his men, he expressed regret
v.nd asked us to be present. By "blood tribute" is
usually understood payment or death. As it is so

often death for the conquered, we entered the
i__M__É^l> room ia the Mayor's office with no little

fear for the people. Expecting a seer.« of dis
order, we ware charmed t«» note the dipniiie«
politeness ih; t prevailed. Due to the sudd«"
retreat of the Federals, the room was litter««
with at» piled in heaps. Despite thi

outward disorder and the fact that little time
was allow« »ration for the meeting, u

peculiar statelin« rident.
In a corner of the large room, seated in t

plain wood chair, was Panfilo Natera. Though
silent, »power emanated from his personality. A

re olote ealmne nifest. To Colonel Cor¬
vante left the business
of the meetinc*. Those summoned, thirty of the

principa' cití**en<* oí the town merchants and
ranchmen attired in the ordinary European busi
ness suit ted abont the sides of the
office. On the I Colonel Cenrant«
a pile of Mexican money, a lar lent roll
hook, ami hook which was prefaced:
"This money will be repaid upon the triumph ot

the C:

BUSINESS OF SHAKING HANDS \M> l".:-«>-

ING < IGABETTE8.
The lirst business was to shake hands all

lo.md, the »conquered and con«|uerors alike. Cig-
arattaa were then passed to every one. In a diffi¬
cult case an appeal was made for a reduction.
To this Cervantes »remarked:
"Should we place a gun to your head you cocld

raise five times the tax."
But he listened to reason .-in»! the loan was re¬

duced. In every »ease the "blood tribute" was re¬

quested in a spirit that would rival the veriest

pink tea etiquett«'.
.il»»\v would 500 pesos i$2.r>0) be?" Cervantes

courteously asked us.

Though W« to pay more, the amount
was cut down t»» PU pesos and five of our horses
were later returned. Before leaving we shook

with Natera and the other» at least throe
times.
At an earl\ age \.itera was ambitious to he-

come a soldier. While still in liis teens he til¬

lered the ran'» of the rurale«, the famous body
of mounted police ander President Iiiaz. These
rumies had the »power of life and death, and it
vas through their work that Dia*/ earned tin
name of the "iron hand." The innate qual,
leadership in Natera were soon recognized. !i«:

steadily rose until we find him, at the time «when
Haerta evarthre** the eonsUtntional government,
as captain of a company of rurales. Natera 'hen
declared himself opposed to Huerta's rule, and
as colonel of a regiment started an independent
revolt in the vattofg part of the State of Zaca¬
tecas.

HI would oukthrow HUERTA iT.uv
\«.l AM) PRIESTHOOD.

His three objects were and still are: (1) To
overthrow Huerta and establish a constitutional
government. 21 To break down the haciendado

system, which is largely responsible for the stat»
of peonage, ¦"» I'o dethrone the priests, **/ho he
declarea are robbing instead of helping the peopl ..

When Natera was colonel of 150 men he entered

Once in possession of »these, he had no difficulty
in enlisting men. In this way he soon filled his
ranks to the number of »WO. These enabled him
to capture main small towns; as each town sur¬

rendered his ranks lucres ed »Larger towns, such

BS fresnillo and Sombrerete, soon gave way to

him. It Is characteristic of the Mexican soldier
to board the l»an»l wagon the com-nercd
v. ith the conquerors. As the men supporting Huerta
are mostly hired and »fight with a lukewarpi spirit,
Natera found no difficulty in gaining their co¬

operation. He thus increased the number of his
men to 2,000, and !>y a wise selection of officers
he whipped them int.. a fairly efficient force.

i.ii June S, IMJ, '"' eaptured Zacatecas City and

held it for a time. From the capture of this city
he H urea* hi»- first artillery four brass cannon.

».'. has four more cannon of a superior grade,
which Villa gave him as a reward for his services
at Ojinsga, on the northern bot der. When food

and money were scarce Natera split his organi-
Into sub-divisions and scattered them about

the more fertile parts of the country. Thus his

men sustained themselves during hard times.

BECRI. Oi NATERA'« «¦UCCfeSS.HIS ARMY
PRIMITIVE.

The »secret of his success a.« a leader ia his

personal magneton*, and his willingness to fight
shoulder to shoulder with those under him. He

never fean t" ií<> out into the open.
Though his army compares favorably with
ther Mexican forces, it is absurd to conceive of

»¦.[ual to »those of a civilize! nation, Natera's
ranks are made up of peons, with no definite
standards or i»l« I ' - l'e artillery is

most primitive sort, and the marksmanship
laug) I

During the two days' attack upon the city of

Zacatecas in June, 191.'!, the writer had oppor¬

tunity to note the erudeness of the cannon which

Natera captured at that time. From the roof of a

.hotel we could see four small brass cannon less
than a tl.o». »li.-tant on a hill. During the
entire fight they kept up a continual tire at an

ite hill, ostensibly to prevent the approach
of Natera and his nun. The shells from the
cannon passed over our heads, so that our atten¬

tion was not wanting. When one broke on the
roof next door, barely marring the adobe, we

watched curiously to see if any injury would be¬
fall the rebels. There were two victims a lame
horse and a donkey.

I' Is no uncommon sight to see women on foot
following the cavalry. Lke the Indian squaws of

early American history, they a«Mime the burdens
of the men. This so-called "commissary depart¬
ment" is the property of cither a Federal or rebel

army, according to which it may be attached for
the time being. These women are the camp fol¬
lowers as long as they can continue the pace.
When left behind they wander about until they
find another army, little matter Which cau

espoused. The pay they receive from the soldiers
is their only means of support. At Fresnillo and
at Zacatecas the writer has seen them. At night
they sleep on the pavement wrapped in blankets.

Zacatecas 03servato£Y at aw
elevation o? 90go feet

They aie loyal to the army they h
following, light alongside the men and often ex¬

pose themselves to bring food to their t:

The rebels are perhaps more charitable to these
professional »straggle!
them horses. Despite their rough existence, these
mounted squaws have their pec»;
It is a breach of etiquette to ri»i»

Many boys as young as »twelve fill '.he ranks.
After a battle in Fresnillo, in October, 1

writer's attention was called to a boy in a corn¬

field. Upon ncaring the scene he discov,
other hoy lying under a cactus bush, unable te.i
move. The first boy, a Federal sympathv
cursing viciously. With his raised rifle hi Utaf
about to bring the butt down on the
other, a sixteen-year-old follower of Natcr» The
Natera soldier was wounded in the leg
no more cartridges. After driving the Federal
away, the writer leaned over the small rebel. His
first words were:

"Señor, fabor un cigarro'."' »"Have you a

cigarette to spare, sir'."')

He was very grateful for a light. The writer
hurried back to the hotel for help. While there
he heard a report of rifles. The little rebel sol¬
dier wa3 shot by Federals.

HE MAY BE ROLAND L KING OF ALBANIA
PRIME ROLAND BONAPARTE for the

throne of Albania! That would indeed be
a picturesque selection, the very mention

of which suggests some curious reflections upon
the fate of the famous Corsican family and upon
the manner in which the will of the Little Cor¬
poral has been nullified by the progress of events.
Numerous as the Honapartes once were, they are

now few; many as were the thrones which they
once occupied, they now possess not one; and the
only survivors who enjoy any possibility of ever

coming to a throne again are members of the
very liius which were once proscribed by Napo¬
leon himself ¡im! excluded from the succession.
Time was wh?n Napoleon was Emperor of

Trance, Joseph was King of Spain, Louis ««as

King of Holland, Jerome was King of
phalia, Marianne was Grand Duchess of Tuscany
and Caroline war Queen of Naples. And r.ow

Victor and his brother Louis are preter.«l«i
with m» prospects to the throne of France, and
Roland is talked of for King of Albania, if the
brigands of that country succeed in driving »» it

William of W'ied. Meantime various thrones, old
and new, an securely occupied by members of
families with which Napoleon played duels and

It i-» to be noted, too, that in 1K04 N'apoPon
had it decreed that the imperial succession
should be restricted to the issue of himself ond
his brothers Joseph and Louis. The others,
Lucien and Jerome, «had made marriages which
he did not approve; wherefore they and their
children were forever excluded. Lat. r the scala¬
wag Jerome won pardon by playing the hound.
H«- repudiated his charming American wife md
married a blue-blooded princess of Wurtemberg,
and that is why his descendants are now recog¬
nized as the heads of the family and rightful
claimants to the imperial crown.

Por the other three lines, of .Napoleon, Joseph
and Louis, to which the succession was restricted
long ago became extinct.

If it were not, in.leed, for that old pn»
tion of 1794. which Napoleon in 1815 meant to
uincel but did not, Prince Roland Bonaparte
would to-day be the head of the house and the
_A_-_l__ _.!_- ,1

descended from Lucien Ronaparte, Prince of
Canino, who was next to Nanoleon in age, while
Prince Victor is descended from Jerome, who was

the youngest of all the Bonapartes.
Roland Bonaparte is, moreover, of all the

Bonnpartcs who have lived since Waterloo, one

of the worthiest to fill a high station. Like his
two uncles, Charles and Louis, he early turned
his attention to scientific studies and researches,
until he ranked as one of the most learned men

in France. As a geographer, explorer and ethnol¬
ogist he ha.; no superior. He is a member of the
Institute of France, and has been president of
the Ceographical Society, while his more than a

of learned bold honorable places
in scientific literature. In politics he is an ear-

Republiean. though that fact would probably
not restrain him from accepting a royal crown.

In one other respect he is eminently fitted to
be King of Albania. That is that he is immensely
rich, and therefore would be ijuite independent
of the civil list of his somewhat impovenshe»!
kingdom«*for In 1.S8Ü he married the daughter of
the late M. Blanc, the proprietor of the great
gambling »establishment of Monte Carlo. This

match theoretically btlow his rank, but it
was justifiable on three grounds. One was that
the two wore sincerely attached to each other;
the «second reason was that his rank did not
count for much, :»< ha tea «i mere lieutenant In
the army and was debarred from accession to the
throne of France, even if there were* any pos3i-
bility of that throne's being re-establishe»!. »he
third was that it wr»s in accord with family prec¬
edent for him to marry outside of the royal caste.

For it will be recalled that the quarrel and
estrangement between his grandfather, Lucien,
and the Emneror Napoleon arose from Lucien's
insisting upon marrying Mme. Jouberthau, who
had for some time been his mistress. ¿Vnd when,
after the Emperor's refusal to recognize the mar¬
riage, Lucien defiantly brought her to Paris and
introduced her as Princess Lucien Bonaparte, the
.étrangement was hopeless, and Napoleon de¬
creed that no issue of that marriage should cterbe eligible to the throne of France, There £¡tabundant ¡«sue, no fewer than four sons and--.«-«

The first son, Charles, became a noted »Sei
and had eight chihlren, one of whom became a«

«ardiñal of the Roman Catholic Church; but the
family became extinct in the next generation.'
The second son. Louis, was also a scient
died childless. The third son of Lucien was

Pierre, who was for a time a great ligui
court of Napoleon III. He was an insurg
dier of fortune in Italy and in Colombia under
General Santander. For a time he was impris¬
oned by the Pope for leading Italian Republican!
against the Papal authority. In Fi
he vos a Radical Republican, but then ¦
the title of prince from Napoleon III and became
a dissipated hanger-on at the Tuileries. He «»»
the murderer of Victor Noir.

Following the example of his father.
married a woman of the people. Ti»
Justine Eleanor Ruffin, the daughter of a Paris
locksmith. Napoleon III opposed and
the match, as Napoleon I had opp»«
marriage, but to no avail. The two had
oeen informally married, and wnen .Napoleon for¬
bade them to be legally married in Fiance they
crossed the* border into Luxemburg and there
were both civilly ami ecclesiastically married«
Cm some legal technicality this marn,.

declared void at the incitement of Ñapóle«. III.
whereupon Pierre and his wife quietly w iicd a

couple of years until Sedan had bowled N. «oleon
of the throne. Then they were regularly nd in¬

disputably married, and the necessary action une
taken for fully legitimizing their two cl ldr*n.
Those tvo children were Roland and Jeanne, ttA
latter afterward the Marquise de V111 e i*e»*"0-

Esclapon Vence.

Princess Jeanne was before her marrir.fP M
artist, making illustrations for papers and maga¬
zines. While she was studying in a I'm:- *tud*a
.»he became acquainted with Mile. Blanc, wl o «vas

also a student there, and it was through herA^
¦ Roland aud Mile. Blanc met. To the latter crépie»
after their marriage, one child was born, Vt'touo»*
'Marie, who it now the wife of Prince Georfe. the
eldest »brother oí the Ring of Greece. Thin ....

tionship to the King of Gre-sce doubUe*« hi' «

much to d© with th«i suggoation of *lfl||HH|
-a» a candidate for the Albanian throne VMggft


